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remain its distinguishing feature in the subsequent years, France
was becoming the land of the petite culture held mainly by small
peasant proprietors. The number of landowners, apart from
owners of urban property in lots, was estimated at no less than
3,799,000. Although it has often been thought that the sub-
division of the land originated with the Revolution and was
perpetuated and increased by the law of succession established
by the Code Napoleon, there were certainly other causes. The
purchase of small parcels of land by the peasants had been
continuously taking place long before the Revolution and re-
mained an important cause of subdivision after it. Further,
France had a natural aptitude both of climate and soil for
several kinds of production appropriate to the petite culture. At
all events France gradually assumed the character by which
its agricultural system has subsequently been distinguished, a
country of small farms, assiduously cultivated, with a technique
adapted to small enterprises, conspicuous for the high expendi-
ture of human effort with a comparatively little use of mechanical
aids, and with the peasants themselves patient, plodding, follow-
ing their rule-of-thumb methods of cultivation with little motive
and little desire for change.

Apart from Holland and the border provinces of north-west
Germany where scattered homesteads with only a few compact
villages prevailed, Germany in the latter part of the nineteenth
century was a land of the open-field system. Especially in
western Germany, the appearance of the village with its sur-
rounding fields, with the subdivision into the familiar strips, was
strikingly like that of England. The system had on the whole
probably changed less since the Middle Ages than that of
northern France, although this did not apply to eastern Ger-
many, while in the province of Schleswig-Holstein there had
been an enclosure movement like that in England, and in Den-
mark the Government carried out a regular policy of consolida-
tion and enclosure between 1770 and iBoo.1

Eastern Germany, on the other hand, was a country of the
powerful landlord; evictions and the consolidation of land in the

1 Glapham, Economic Development of France and Germany.